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At the very center of the nation of Israel stood the Temple with its primary function as an academy or house 
of study — the Bet Midrash, the same house of study that Abraham had been educated in by Shem. From 
the Bet Midrash the populace would learn of the One True God and of His plan for the establishment of a 
divine earthly kingdom. 


As the intermediary between God and man, Moses stood as the first human temple through which the people 
received the Law as revealed on Sinai. Knowing his earthly existence to be limited, Moses transferred his 
intermediaryship into the form of a tabernacle, the embryonic Temple of the one to be built out of stone by 
Solomon. This tabernacle was divided into two rooms, the outer sanctuary, or Holy Place, and a second 
inner room or Holy of Holies, the Most Holy Place. It was in this inner room where the Ark of the Covenant 
was placed — the Covenant and laws of Moses. Only the high priest could enter this inner room and read 
from the scrolls in the ark. When Moses appointed Aaron, his brother, as the first high priest, he was charged 
with being the educator of the people. High or Gavohah means great and priest, Kohen, means educator. 
Aaron educated others of this tribe, the Levites, whose function was to educate the people of the nation. 


The Temple also served as a house of justice — Bet Din. This is where the Sanhedrin of the seventy met as 
a court for all of Israel. Through the teachings of the high priesthood, this court was guided by the laws of 
Moses to make decisions that were just in the sight of God and in this manner all the difficult problems of 
the Israelite nation were solved. 


As long as the people had the Temple and the high priesthood, their nation could call upon the very Presence 
of God among them. It was the unifying factor between God and man after the passing of Moses. The 
Temple was also given the name "Lebanon." 


Because of its atoning power, the Temple bears the additional name of Lebanon, "that which makes 
white," because it cleanses Israel from sins (lebanon is thus connected with the Hebrew laban, 
"white"), and also because it forms the heart (leb) of the people (Midrash Lev. 1)! 


By these three things: the high priest, the Ark of the Covenant, and the Holy of Holies, the Temple became 
the dwelling place of God, which in Hebrew was called the Shekina, considered to be the presence of God 
Himself. Known as the Divine Presence, it is the glory, splendor, or light of God. 


Since God is infinite and invisible and thus cannot be known in essence, the Shekina refers to His presence 
in Manifestation or Revelation. God Himself did not dwell in the Ark. Moses, while alive, was the Presence 
of God and yet he was not God. In Jewish literature the Shekina is also described as the Holy Spirit, and 
thus Moses, having received the Holy Spirit, was able to perceive the Thought of God (logos) and reflect it 
in a revelation. This is symbolically noted in scripture as the burning bush — the heart of Moses was on fire, 


' Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, vol. 10, 1966. 


which in Hebrew is Urim, accurately translated as "Revelation." After Moses' death, the Shekina, or 
Presence of God, was then transferred to the Temple within the Holy of Holies and the Ark of the Covenant. 
This was where the words that Moses spoke (the revelation of the Torah) were preserved. In receiving this 
revelation, the people who entered the Law and Covenant of the Torah became sons of the Covenant and 
thus the revelation of Moses was the Manifestation of God to all Israel. 


As long as the high priest, the Ark of the Covenant and the Holy of Holies were intact, the Shekina was 
within the hearts of the people of Israel. If at any time just one of these three essentials were to be removed, 
then the Presence of God could no longer dwell among them. 


With the appearance of the Manifestation of Moses, the institution of the high Priesthood is first established, 
thus assuring spiritual unity among the twelve tribes. Although Shem was considered "a priest of the Most 
High," inheriting the revelation of Adam and then transferring the high priesthood unto Abraham, such an 
institution as established by Moses never existed previously among a nation of people. Shem was only an 
individual defending the teachings of Adam, the worship of the One True God from the apostasy of Nimrod, 
while from Abraham's seed all the nations of the world would receive the understanding of the One God. 


Knowledge of the one God is kept alive by only a select few: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob know Him, 
as do Melchizedek, King of Salem, Job, and his friends who are evidently thought of as belonging 
to patriarchal times. It is only in the time of Moses that monotheism becomes the faith of an entire 
nation of Israel. We know of no other monotheistic nations, nor of monotheistic individuals outside 
of Israel, in the ancient world. We may say therefore, that the empirical history of monotheism does 
not antedate the rise of Israel.’ 


Through the anointing of David by the prophet Samuel, a kingship was ordained, and under this strong 
leadership, David molds the tribes into a single powerful nation. It was not until the reign of Solomon, 
however, whereupon Israel attained its greatest height and renown. 


Seven years after David was anointed king over Judea, he was anointed king over all of Israel. He then 
takes the fortified city of Jebus or Jerusalem, making it the nation's capital and removes the Ark of the 
Covenant and the Tent from Shiloh where Joshua had placed it. He brings it to Jerusalem where he plans 
to build a Temple as a permanent home for the Ark. It is unto David that God makes a Covenant concerning 
his descendants. 


Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are 
fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will rise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.* 


Psalms 89 reiterates the Covenant unto David, a Covenant that God will not alter. 
I will not violate my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips. Once for all have 
sworn by my holiness, I will not lie to David. His line shall endure forever, his throne as long as 


the sun before me. 


The above passage clearly demonstrates that the offspring of David, those of David's seed, will sit upon the 
throne, for it was “David's genius that made the chosen dynasty, city, and temple into permanent symbols 


* Leo W. Schwarz, Great Ages & Ideas of the Jewish People (New York, NY: Random House, 1956) 14. 
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of the religion of Israel." * David's time spent in war, however, left him little rest or time to establish a 
permanent temple. This task was left to David's appointed successor, Solomon, who thus had the Temple 
constructed and placed therein the Ark of the Covenant. Under the reign of King Solomon existed the 
golden age of Israel. His fame for wisdom and justice was known throughout many nations and it was 
common in those days for kings to send precious gifts, often a daughter, as a token of their allegiance. The 
wives of Solomon numbered seven hundred along with another three hundred concubines, foreign women 
who did not worship the One True God of Israel, a violation of God's Covenant. He built for them pagan 
temples and having bowed down to Ashtoreth (Semiramis) and Milcolm (Nimrod), God took his kingdom 
away from him. 


Therefore the Lord said to Solomon. Since this has been your mind and you have not kept my 
covenant.... I will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. Yet for the sake 
of David your father I will not do it in your days, but will tear it out of the hand of your son. 
However, I will not tear away all the kingdom; but | will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of 
David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.” 


The Blessing, the first part of the Covenant of Moses, was fulfilled under the reigns of King David and 
Solomon. Solomon had now violated the Covenant by worshipping pagan gods; thus, the second part of the 
Covenant of Moses would be fulfilled, the Curse. 


Under Solomon's sons Rehoboam and Jeroboam, the united kingdom of Israel was divided and declined 
from its greatness. The ten northern tribes (Israel) were conquered and taken into captivity by the Assyrian, 
Shalmaneser V in 721 BC. "For the sake of David" the two southern tribes formed one tribe, Judah, and 
were taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, in 606 BC, and again in 586 BC, when 
Jerusalem was burned and the first Temple destroyed, thus ending the kingdom of Judah. 


After the fall of Israel, a new and different age dawned,— the age of classical prophecy — spanning a period 
of nearly three hundred years. This period is marked by the prophets' denunciation of Israel and Judah for 
their violation of the Covenant of Moses and to announce their impending doom at the hands of 
Shalmaneser V of Assyria and Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. There is also a tremendous amount of 
eschatological prophecy associated with this period. 


Isaiah does not regard Assyria as just another passing episode. There is a divine plan discernible 
in the turbulent events of the time. The affliction is intended to chasten Israel, but this is not its 
ultimate meaning. Isaiah envisions the disturbances of his day as the prelude to a cosmic 
revolution, to the remaking of all mankind...the return thus becomes a promise, an eschatological 
certainty, part of the divine plan or the End of days...the glory of the Davidic dynasty shall be 
restored. The new kingdom shall be righteous and peaceful; its king will be "a branch from the 
stock of Jesse"....° 


In the kingdom of Judah, wherein the scepter of David resided, events were markedly taking a turn for the 
worse. These last years of Judah saw the advent of Jeremiah who prophesied of destruction, death, and 
exile, but the people remained unrepentant in the eyes of the Lord. It remained unthinkable to them that 
YHWH would forsake them and the house of David, allowing a heathen nation to desecrate the Holy City 
and the Temple. Jeremiah persisted that God would set Nebuchadnezzar over all the nations, and to those 


4 Schwarz, 52. 
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who resisted he prophesied they would perish by famine, plague, and the sword. As Jeremiah was 
prophesying that the king of Babylon would "come and destroy this land," Jehoiakim, king of Judah, seeks 
to kill Jeremiah and his secretary, Baruch. They both manage to escape and, in their absence, false prophets 
counter Jeremiah by announcing the near collapse of Babylon. Preparations for war begin, however, during 
the revolt of 598 BC, Nebuchadnezzar lays siege to Jerusalem during which Jehoiakim is killed. His son, 
Jehoiachin ascends the Davidic throne in 597, whereupon he submits to Nebuchadnezzar and opens the 
gates to Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar plunders the Temple, carries off the palace vessels, and takes into 
captivity several thousand of the upper classes. He imprisons Jehoiachin for life in the dungeons of Babylon, 
whereupon his uncle, Zedekiah (Mattaniah) was made a "puppet" king over Judah. Jeremiah continues, 
through correspondence, to warn the exiles that their stay will be a long one, exhorting the people to submit 
to Babylon. His warnings go unheeded and in 588, Zedekiah revolts against Babylon. For nearly three years 
the siege of Jerusalem goes on until 586, when Nebuchadnezzar's captain of the guard, Nebuzaradan, returns 
to Jerusalem and has it completely burned. The Temple and palaces are ravaged, the walls torn down, and 
the remaining population exiled. Zedekiah's sons are slain, and his eyes are put out, being taken in chains 
to Babylon where he dies in prison (Jeremiah 52:11). 


Although imprisoned, archaeological, and scriptural evidence show that Jehoiachin, son of Josiah, was still 
the legitimate heir to the Davidic throne, retaining all the crown property. 


Jehoiachin was still regarded as the legitimate king. Texts discovered in Babylon, which show that 
Jehoiachin was a prisoner of Nebuchadnezzar's court, call him the "King of Judah", while jar 
handles [discovered by Kyle and Albright in 1922 found in Palestine kiriath-sepher] bearing the 
inscription, "Eliakim, steward of Jehoiachin", show that the crown property was still his.’ 


7 John Bright, 4 History of Israel (Philadelphia, PA: Westminster Press, 19559) 327, 328. 
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It is also discovered from tablets "found near the Ishtar Gate in Babylon [which] indicate that even in exile 
Jehoiachin was called the king of Judah...." *Jehoiachin suffered in prison for 37 years and according to 
Louis Ginzberg in his Legends of the Jews, the Sanhedrin implored Nebuchadnezzar not to separate him 
from his wife. 


The king Jehoiachin was incarcerated for life, a solitary prisoner, separated from his wife and 
family. The Sanhedrin, who were among those deported with the king, feared that the house of 
David would die out. They therefore besought Nebuchadnezzar not to separate Jehoiachin from his 
wife. They succeeded in enlisting the sympathy of the queen's hairdresser and through her, or the 
queen herself, Semiramis, the wife of Nebuchadnezzar, who in turn prevailed upon the king to 
accord mild treatment to the unfortunate prince exiled from Judea.’ 


Upon his release from prison by the Babylonian king, Evil-merodach, Jehoiachin makes his home in 
Nehardea, a small village on the outskirts of Babylon. He retains his kingship being exalted above all others 
within the Babylonian court. Thus, the throne of David was set high above "the throne of the kings that 
were with him in Babylon" (I Kings 25:28). In Nehardea Jehoiachin builds a synagogue: "Built with stones 
and earth brought from the site of the Temple [in Israel]. The temple was called shaf ve-Yaativ, i.e., [the 
Divine Presence has] removed [from the Temple in Israel] and settled in this place." '"The sovereignty of 
David's throne was now protected in Nehardea; a sanctuary for David's promise, thus the Shekina or 
Presence of God now resided in Nehardea. 


Know then first of all that when the Israelites went into the exile with Jehoiachin, and craftsmen 
and smiths as well as prophets were among them, they were brought to Nehardea, where Jehoiachin 
and his companions built a synagogue from the very stones and dust that they had brought there 
with them from the place of the Temple in order to fulfill the word of the Scripture: "For Thy 
Servants take pleasure in her stones and love her dust" .... The spirit of the Lord was with them, as 
we say in the Talmud, "Where does the spirit of the lord rest in Babylon?... Samuel says: "In the 
Synagogue Shaf-ve-Jativ." " 


Ancient Jewish authorities write that Jehoiachin was the first exilarch in Babylonian captivity and that 
Nehardea was the "ancestral home" of the exilarchate. 7 


This exilarchate or Resh Galuta, Hebrew for "prince or head of the exile," was the continuation of the 
succession of Davidic kings, a male-sperm descendant of King David, "a prince or ruler of the exiles in 
Babylon, to whom the Jews, wherever they were, paid tribute." "In Jacob Neusner's Talmudic Judaism in 
Sasanian Babylonia, it is stated that the exilarch was the "branch" or "scion of David." The Jews thus 
regarded him everywhere as the inheritor of the Davidic promise, the throne of David. It is here in Nehardea 
where Jehoiachin's descendants and the Jewish community grow and prosper. Numerous historical records 
make it clear and evident that the Davidic line of descent had not ended with the destruction of Jerusalem, 
nor did this descendancy return to Jerusalem. The so-called kings in Jerusalem were puppet kings and not 
of the true descendancy of David. In a letter written to the Babylonian captives, Jeremiah exhorts them to 
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build homes and plant gardens for in their captivity they would find peace. 


Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I 
have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; build ye houses, and dwell in them; 
and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; Take ye wives and beget sons, and give your daughters: 
that ye may be increased there, and not be diminished. And seek the peace of the city whither I have 
caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof ye 
shall have peace." 


At the time Jehoiachin was released from prison, Hebraic Israel (the ten northern tribes) dispersed 
throughout various regions north of Asia Minor, Eastern Europe, Spain, England, Ireland, and Scandinavia. 
In I Kings, we read that Jeroboam was an Ephraimite and was made ruler over the "house of Joseph," or 
Ephraim and Manasseh, king over the house of Israel. Jacob had given his blessing to both Ephraim and 
Manasseh, the sons of Joseph. 

"Who are these?" Joseph said to his father, "These are my sons, whom God has given me here." 
And he said, "Bring them to me, I pray you, that I may bless them".... And Joseph took them both, 
Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's 
right hand, and brought them near him. And Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it upon the 
head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand upon the head of Manasseh crossing his 
hands, for Manasseh was the first-born. And he blessed Joseph, and said, "...let them grow into a 
multitude in the midst of the earth." '° 


During the struggle between the Assyrians, Medes, Chaldeans, and Israelites, which followed the death of 
Shalmaneser V (705 BC) and breakup of his empire, some of the Israelite tribes migrated northward from 
Trans-Caucasus. The tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh settled in the regions north of the Crimea where they 
became known to the Scythians as the Getae. The larger group, known as the Massagetae, moved into the 
region east of the Caspian Sea. The Getae were driven into Rumania (ancient Dacis) around the sixth 
century BC while the Massagetae, under pressure from the Scythians in the north and Greeks and Persians 
to the south, migrated west to the Danube and then northward into the regions around Dan Mark (Denmark). 
There they mingled with various Celtic peoples who in time would furnish the ancestors of the Normans 
and some of the Scandinavian peoples. 


During the first century BC at the close of the Mithradatic Wars, the Getae were led out of the idolatry into 
which they had fallen, giving rise to the seeds of the Saxons, while in the low countries the seeds of the 
Normans were appearing from among the Massagetae. Various descendants of the now lost tribes — the loss 
of their national identity as the house of Israel — having mingled with other nations and peoples, furnished 
the ancestors of those who would embrace Arian Christianity during the early fourth century AD. 


The house of Israel, the ten tribes, did become permanently lost in identity; generation after generation 
having mingled and intermarried with other peoples and nations, fulfilling the curse that they would be 
scattered throughout the world for their sins against God. Ephraim and Manasseh had become "a multitude 
in the midst of the earth." 


Christian scholars make attempts to completely eradicate the Davidic Throne through the sons of 
Jehoiachin, claiming that the heirs to David now descend from the daughter of Zedekiah. However, the 
throne of David can only be passed on to a male descendant through the royal line of kings from David and 
Solomon of the tribe of Judah. While the blessing of a birthright had been given unto Ephraim and 


'4 Jeremiah 29:4-7 KJV. 
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Manasseh, the "scepter" (throne) remains within the house of Judah. Although the kingdom of Israel 
remained divided into two separate houses, prophecies were given relating to their re-gathering in the latter 
days, which is the third part of the Covenant of Moses. As Jesus the Christ did not fulfill this prophecy, it 
must therefore be fulfilled with the second coming of Christ. As noted in the genealogy, Jesus is descended 
from Zerubbabel who was from a non-reigning branch of David's family. While Jehoiachin had seven sons, 
"His three older sons (as shown by recently published cuneiform documents), Shealtiel, Malchiram, and 
Pedaiah, all died before Jehoiachin appointed his successor. Jehoiachins's fourth son Shenazzar became 
the next king, and head of the Davidic family." '°Zerubbabel was either the son of Shealtiel or Pedaiah, 
neither of whom were ever appointed by Jehoiachin as the succeeding king. 


As Jeremiah exhorted the Jews to remain in Babylon and build homes, only a small remnant of the 
population returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel. In the United States and Britain in Prophecy, Herbert 
Armstrong writes that the Davidic throne was forever taken away from Judah and given to Israel. 


Jeremiah was divinely commissioned to pull down and to overthrow that very throne of David in 
Judah — but notice the second half of the commission. To BUILD AND TO PLANT! To build and 
to plant WHAT? 

Why, naturally that which he was used in [sic] "rooting out" of Judah — the THRONE OF DAVID 
which God swore He would preserve forever! 

David's throne was never again planted or built among the Jews! 

To plant and to build, then, of necessity, among the house of ISRAEL, lo, these many days without 
a king —-among LOST Israel... 

God also had to keep His promise to David that he, David, would never lack a descendant to sit on 
the throne! 

"As I live, saith the Lord: though Coniah [Jeconiah] the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the 
signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence"! (Jer. 22:24) God had determined an end 
for this line of kings. He was removing the crown — not permitting Jeconiah's [Jehoiachin's] sons 
to reign on Judah's throne.'” 


Mr. Armstrong continues in stating that the throne of David now derives from a "female" line. "Can anyone 
deny that this Hebrew princess was the daughter of King Zedekiah of Judah and therefore heir to the throne 
of David?" ’83God's wrath was upon Jehoiachin, however, we read that God forgave Jehoiachin and the 
exiles; "J will pardon those whom I leave as a remnant," '’referring to Jehoiachin and his descendants, 


seeing them as "good figs" as opposed to the “bad figs" of Zedekiah. 


Suffering had completely changed the once sinful king, so that, in spite of his great joy over his 
reunion with his wife, he still paid regard to the prescription of the Jewish law requiring conjugal 
life. He was prepared to deny himself every indulgence, when the purchase price was an 
infringement of the word of God. Such steadfastness pleaded with God to pardon the king and his 
sins, and the heavenly Sanhedrin absolved God from his oath, to crush Jehoiachin and his house 
of sovereignty.”° 


Despite God's wrath against the house of Judah, God pardoned them, keeping His promise unto David. 
Jehoiachin was the last Davidic king to sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem and the first in a lengthy 
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line of succession to sit upon the throne in Babylon, given the further promise that from his descendants 
would arise the King Messiah. 


By way of reward for his countenance he [Jehoiachin] was blessed with distinguished 
posterity...the Messiah himself will be a descendant of his.! 


The royal descendants of David did continue from the tribe of Judah, passed down from father to son. They 
were titled “exilarch,” meaning Davidic king in exile. 


The detailed list of exilarchs dating back to Jehoiachin begins its documentation under Parthian rule. We 
do not hear of the exilarchate as a politically active institution until this time, approximately 140 AD. 


From 596 B.C. to AD 226, Babylonian Jewry had never lived under a hostile regime. The 
Babylonians had favored them: the Seleucids had used them to pacify revolted regions, and 
whatever their Palestinian policy, favored the diaspora community, and the Arsacid Parthians had 
raised them to a position of international prominence and treated them with great deference.” 


Before the arrival of the Parthians, the Jews had lived under Babylonian, Achemenid, and Seleucid rule for 
more than four centuries. They remained by choice long after their initial captivity with only a small number 
returning to Palestine after Cyrus the Great had conquered Babylon in 539 BC. The Palestinian patriarchate 
was the main rival of the exilarchate of the Babylonian community. This patriarchate, though claiming to 
be of the house of David, admitted that the exilarchs were their superiors as they were descended from the 
male-sperm line of David while they were from the female line and thus were not entitled to David's throne. 


In the second century, the exilarchate developed into a powerful instrument of government. Its 
agents enjoyed the prerequisites of Iranian nobility.... By the end of the second century the Exilarch 
R. Huna was regarded with a mixture of respect and apprehension in Palestine, where his claim to 
Davidic authority in the male line, superior to R. Judah's, allegedly in the female line, was 
recognized.” 


From Neusner's history we also find that the authority and prestige of the exilarchs was not only according 
to their own pure ancestry but granted by the favor of his future progeny; "...the Exilarch, had a powerful 
claim, too. He was of David's seed and from him, or one of his relatives would come the Messiah." **The 
Messiah would not come until both the exilarchate and the patriarchate had ceased. 


The Messiah cannot appear until the exilarchate at Babylon and the patriarchate at Jerusalem 
shall have ceased.” 


Throughout all the teachings of Judaism there are two Messiah's prophesied. From Zechariah 4:14 (as R 
Gamiliel II pointed out) "two anointed ones" are prophesied in the Old Testament. These are the two 
Christ's, descendants of David. The first is the suffering Messiah who will not sit upon the throne of David 
but who will suffer and die and have no sons to succeed him. He is also designated as a high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. The second is the Reigning Messiah, or King-Messiah, who will sit upon the throne 
of David and have male heirs to succeed him. 


2! Tbid. 
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Moses Maimonides, the most important Jewish authority on the Law and religion since Moses, recognized 
the exilarchs as the legitimate genealogy from David through which the Messiah must appear. He also 
explains that if one were to deny the coming of the Messiah as being a real person descended from David 
through the royal lineage from Solomon and the exilarchs, they would be apostatizing their faith and would 
therefore no longer be a true Jew. 


The Jew, unless he wishes to forfeit his claim to eternal life by denial of his faith, must, in 
acceptance of the teachings of Moses and the prophets down to Malachi, believe that the Messiah 
will issue forth from the house of David in the person of a descendant of Solomon, the only 
legitimate king and he shall far excel all rulers in history by his reign glorious in justice and peace. 
Neither impatience nor deceptive calculation of the time of the advent of the Messiah should shatter 
his belief.° 


Maimonides is speaking here of the King Messiah; in the person of a descendant of Solomon and by his 
reign glorious in justice and peace. Jesus was a descendant of Nathan, the brother of Solomon and he did 
not come to bring justice and peace. 


The Jews and Parthians remained on good terms for many generations. The Parthian royal family of 
Adiabene even converted to Judaism circa 30-40 AD. The Jews were able to survive for a very long time 
and preserve their heritage and distinct customs. 


As with all nations and empires the days of Parthian rule were numbered and in 224 AD, Ardashir Papakin 
overthrew the Parthians and established the Sasanian dynasty. While the Sasanians trace their ancestry back 
to Cyrus the Great, known in their language as Bahman ibn Isfandiar, they are in fact further descended 
from Abraham and his wife Keturah. Zoroaster was a descendant of Abraham and Keturah having appeared 
in Persia around 1000 BC, the same time that King David reigned over Israel and Judah. Zoroaster had only 
daughters and one married the King whom Zoroaster had converted to believe in the One True Invisible 
God. The Sasanians had a prophecy that from their descendants would come one who would rule over all 
the earth; thus, the Sasanian rulers of Persia were not as friendly toward the Jews and exilarchate as the 
Arsacid Parthians had been. 


A younger brother of his, Huna V (465-470) served as Exilarch until 470, when he was slain during 
the fierce persecution of the Jews by the Magians [the religious priests of Zoroastrianism] who 
slew half the Jews of Ispahan, forcibly converted the Jewish children to fire-worship, closed the 
academies, and sacked the Jewish town of Sura. Only when Pheroses [Peroz], the Persian ruler 
died in 484 could the schools re-open and the Exilarch resume its former position under the 
Exilarch Huna VI (484-508).?’ 


The years following saw the schools closed once again when the Exilarch Mar Zutra led four hundred men 
in a successful revolt against King Kavadh (Kabad). 


During the reign of the Persian monarch Kabad, at the beginning of the sixth century, the country 
was in a state of anarchy as the result of the communist teaching of Mardak which favored the king. 
At this time the Exilarch Mar Zutra reverted against the king and founded an independent state, 
which last Jor seven years. Mar Zutra was finally defeated and crucified on the bridge of Mahuza 
about 520. 


26K. Kohler, Jewish Theology, 386, 387. 
27 Goode, 153. 
8 The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, s.v.”Exilarch,” 209. 
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Eleven years later saw the rise of Chosroes I, Adil the Just, who reigned until 579. He was called anosharvan 
meaning "of immortal soul." He was well read and investigated all claims to wisdom and authority and was 
known to have considered Christianity to be the most advanced of religious teachings of his day. It was 
during the reign of Chosroes I that Muhammad was born (570 AD). 


His reign was marked with widespread reform and toleration for all religions and the Babylonian Jews 
returned to their normal ways of life and the Exilarch was reinstated. According to Jacob Neusner, "His 
was the most brilliant epoch in Sasanian history." ”° 


Towards the latter part of the sixth century, an event of such atrocity occurred that virtually wiped out the 
entire family of the house of David. In February of 579 Hormizd IV succeeded to the throne after his father's 
death. History records that his succession was undisputed and that he promised to follow his father's 
policies. "He explicitly declined to persecute Jews and Christians.... As in a large territory there were many 
kinds of soil, so it is fitting that a great empire should contain many kinds of opinions and ways of living." 
*’Although Hormizd IV had promised toleration to all, having been educated in the court of his father by 
the famous Abuzurgmirih, he soon turned his back on all his father had accomplished and in his later years 
degenerated into a cruel tyrant. On suspicion that the learned Abuzurg had become a Christian, Hormizd 
IV had him put to death as well as some thirteen thousand of the upper classes. 


It was a time of intense persecution. The cruelty and weakness of Hormizd IV allowed for his general, 
Bahram I, to seize the throne. The rightful heir to the throne was Chosroes II, considered to be the last great 
Persian King. It was during these persecutions of the upper classes in which the attempt was made to 
eradicate the royal house of David. Historically it remains obscure as to who conceived the idea. Although 
his father was still the king, he was weak, and due to his persecution of the upper classes had alienated 
himself from his subjects. Chosroes II saw himself as the legitimate heir and most likely took matters into 
his own hands. In 589 AD, he has all the male-sperm descendants of David put to death within the area of 
pure lineage. Could it be that God would have forsaken His Covenant unto David? By all outward 
appearances, it would appear so, for there was not one male descendant of David's royal house left alive on 
earth. The prime motivation for this eradication of the house of David was to put an end to the line of Jewish 
kings (exilarchs) seated on the throne. As mentioned previously the Sasanians had similar prophecies that 
one of their descendants would sit upon the throne and rule forever on earth. During the eradication, the 
schools were closed, and the Jews were forbidden to read their prophecies concerning the coming of the 
Messiah, which, to the Sasanians was a rival to their own. 


Unknown at the time Chosroes II slaughtered the house of David, there did exist one surviving male-sperm 
descendant of David kept safe within the womb of his mother. There appear a few accounts and legends 
that testify to the miraculous survival of this child. Under "Exilarch" in the Jewish Encyclopedia we read 
of the last king of Persia, who being unfavorable towards the Jews "decided to extinguish the royal house 
of David." There was one woman of that house who had been widowed shortly after marriage. The story 
relates that the king had a dream, and in this dream, there was a beautiful garden (bostan) with a number of 
trees. The king began to uproot all the trees breaking off the branches and upon nearing a little root, ready 
to strike with his ax, an old man snatched the ax away and gave him such a blow that it nearly killed him. 
The old man was very angry and said to the king: "Are you not satisfied with having destroyed all the 
beautiful trees of my garden, that you now try to destroy also the last root?" The trembling king then 
promised that he would not harm the little root and that he would guard it carefully. The king could not 
understand the dream he had, but there was one, an old Jewish sage who was able to interpret the dream. 


° Neusner, History, vol.V, 79, 80. 
30 Thid, 85, 86. 
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"The garden represents the house of David, all of whose descendants you have destroyed except a 
young woman with her unborn baby. The old man who you saw was David, to whom you promised 
that his house should be renewed by this boy." The Jewish sage, who was the father of the young 
woman, brought her to the king, and she was assigned rooms fitted up with princely splendor, 
where she gave birth to a boy, who received the name "Bostanai" from the garden ("bostan") which 
the king had seen in his dream.*! 


Bostanai would have been raised in the court of Chosroes Parvez, the rightful heir and son of Hormizd IV, 
who had, according to some historians, around the year 589 AD, been assassinated by his general Bahram 
Chobin, who then usurped the throne, although others show him to have reigned until 590. Chosroes II 
regained the throne with the aid of Byzantine troops; however, the Sasanian dynasty from this time on 
experienced a rapid decline and was politically broken in the year 642 when the Arabs at Nihavend defeated 
the Persians. The history of the exilarchate during the latter years of the Sasanian Dynasty is scant, however, 
we do hear of Bostanai being recognized by the Muslims when they had annihilated the Persian army in 
637 AD. 


The Muslims, who swept the Neo-Persians out of Babylonia in 637, recognized the Exilarch Bustani 
and even conferred special privileges upon him.” 


Solomon Grayzel, in A History of the Jews writes: 


Just one year later the Persians were driven out of Babylonia and, after a few years more, all of 
Persia was Mohammedan. Here too, the Jews sighed with relief at the coming of the invaders. The 
reason was much the same — religious persecution. For while the Mohammedans were starting on 
their road to conquest, the Persian government, for some obscure reason or for no reason at all 
began another persecution of its Jewish subjects. 

The Exilarch at this time was a man named Bustanai. Whatever truth there may be in the stories 
connected with his name, it is known that, when the Mohammedans invaded Persia, Bustanai was 
in flight before the Persian king who had deprived him of his position and was seeking his life at 
the same time he was mistreating the other Jews. It was natural, therefore, for Bustanai and the 
Jews to welcome the overthrow of the persecutor. One cannot tell how much help the Jews gave to 
the Mohammedans. It is doubtful that the Mohammedans needed help, for the Persians turned out 
to be very weak. But the establishment of the Mohammedans as masters of Babylonia and Persia 
meant the restoration of Bustanai to the Exilarchate and the reopening of the academies of 
learning. 


The Sasanian Empire fell completely into Arab hands in 642 AD during the reign of the last Sasanian 
monarch, Yazdigird III. Fleeing before the invaders, Yazdigird went into Khurasan where, in 651 AD, his 
own people murdered him. 


Under Muslim rule, the history of the exilarchate would take a fascinating and dramatic turn. To understand 
the further history of the exilarchate we need to examine the beginning and rise of the Islamic Empire. 


The pre-Islamic period is known in Arabian history as Jahillyya or the "era of ignorance." Its religion was 
pagan with the worship of a multiplicity of national and local gods and goddesses. The Arabs worshipped 
a special cult of goddesses, had a belief in spirits and demons, unrestricted polygamy, landlord-female 
relations, and a practice of female infanticide. 


3! Louis Ginzberg, s.v. “Bostanai,” Jewish Encyclopedia, 1901 ed., 31. 
>? Rufus Learsi, Israel, A History of the Jewish People (Cleveland, OH: The World Publishing Company, 1966) 232. 
33 Solomon Grayzel, A History of the Jews (Philadelphia, PA: The Jewish Publication Society, 1968) 230-231. 
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Within two hundred years after the death of Muhammad, the Arabian Empire was the largest the world had 
ever witnessed as well as the most civilized. Wisdom from every part of the world was translated into 
Arabic and with the importation of paper from China this knowledge was disseminated throughout the 
Islamic world, 1.e., the learning of the Greeks, such as the works of Aristotle and Plato in philosophy, and 
Hypocrites and Galen in medicine. It was the Muslims who established the first university in Europe at 
Cordoba, Spain, a city of over one million people with paved and lighted streets, while those of London 
and Paris were dark and muddy. The most famous university was established in Baghdad and the second in 
Alexandria. There were numerous other Muslim universities established where science, art, medicine, 
mathematics, algebra, astronomy, anatomy, physics, and chemistry were taught. This was all at a time in 
European history when the curtain had come down on Christendom; the spirit of Christ had set and was 
unknown among the people. So dark was this night period that for three hundred years there was no written 
history in Europe and is referred to as the Dark Ages. The people had entered fanaticism and priest craft; 
learning was regarded as evil, with all the books of learning and the sciences of Greece and Rome destroyed. 
Europe had descended in disease, filth, misery, and squalor, while the Islamic Empire had the greatest 
civilization known to man from any that had previously existed. 


Before Muhammad, both the Christian and Jewish faiths were known among the Arabian peoples but had 
never been adopted by them. The Meccans claimed descent from Abraham through Ishmael and tradition 
stated that Abraham had built the Ka'bah for the worship of the One God. Although still called the House 
of God the chief objects of worship were numerous idols that were called daughters of Allah and 
intercessors. 


Within the Kaaba in pre-Muslim days, were several idols representing gods. One was called Allah, 
and was probably the tribal god of the Quraysh; three others were Allah's daughters — al-Uzza, al 
Lat, and Mina.** 


As in other religions, there existed a belief that the time had come for the appearance of a prophet who 
would renew monotheistic worship. Those who felt disgust towards idolatry, which had prevailed for 
centuries, longed for the religion of Abraham. These seekers of truth were known as Hanafa, which 
originally meant "those who turn away,” but later came to mean to have the sense of "upright," or "by nature 
upright." 


Many Arabs had been influenced by the Messianic expectations of the Jews; they, too, eagerly 
awaited a messenger from God. One Arab sect, the Hanifs, already rejected the heathen idolatry 
of the Kaaba, and preached a universal God....*° 


Asserting the existence of a single divinity, the Hanifs, however, did not form a community; rather, they 
sought the truth by the light of their own inner consciousness. Within this framework Muhammad was born, 
having been orphaned at an early age; his father, ‘Abdullah died before his birth, and his mother, Aminah, 
when he was about six years old. He was then raised by his grandfather, 'Abd-al-Muttalib and after his 
death by his paternal uncle Abu-Talib, whose son, 'Ali, Muhammad would later adopt as his own. He was 
born into the Quraysh tribe, the guardians of the Ka'bah. Unlike other wealthier clans of his tribe, his tribe 
was poor, and for a while, Muhammad became a shepherd. He also became a Hanif and at the age of twenty- 
five married Khadija, a wealthy merchant's widow, whereupon his status went from that of a poor shepherd 
to a prosperous merchant. Muhammad's new position gave him more time to pursue his own inclinations 
and for a month of every year, he and his family would retire to a cave at the foot of Mt. Hira outside of the 
city of Mecca. It was here, in the year 610 AD, while Muhammad was alone in the cave that God called 


34 Will Durant, The Story of Civilization (New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 1950) vol. III, The Age of Faith,174. 
5 Tid, 163. 
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him to be His messenger. 


Whilst I was asleep, with a coverlet of silk brocade whereupon was some writing, the angel Gabriel 
appeared to me and said, "Read!" I said, "I do not read." He pressed me with the coverlets so 
tightly that methought "twas death." Then he let me go, and said, "Read".... So Tread aloud and he 
departed from me at last. And I awoke from my sleep, and it was though these words were written 
on my heart. I went forth until, when I was midway on the mountain, I heard a voice from heaven 
saying 0 Mohammad! Thou art the messenger of Allah, and I am Gabriel.*° 


For a time, Muhammad spoke only to his family and intimate friends, while the people of Mecca regarded 
him with some amusement, believing him to be a half-wit. At the end of the third year (613), Muhammad 
received the command to "rise and warn," *’speaking openly and to the public against the idolatry of many 
gods. The Quraysh then began open hostilities, persecuting the poorer disciples, unable at that time to 
threaten Muhammad directly out of fear of blood vengeance of the clan to which Muhammad belonged. 


But when he attacked the Kaaba worship as idolatry they [the Quraysh] rose to the protection of 
their income, and would have done injury had not his Uncle Abu Talib shielded him. Abu Talib 
would have none of the new faith, but his very fidelity to old ways required him to defend any 
member of his clan. Fear of a blood feud deterred the Quraysh from using violence upon 
Mohammad or his freeman followers.... Persecution of the poorer converts continued, and with 
such severity that the Prophet permitted or advised their emigration to Abyssinia. The refugees 
were well received there by the Christian king.** 


Such were the beginnings of Muhammad's mission and if judged by worldly standards, would have been 
considered a failure. During the period of the yearly pilgrimage to Mecca, Muhammad met a group of men 
who welcomed him with open arms. They were from Yathrib, now known as Al-Madinah, or Medina, 
where there lived Jewish tribes, whose rabbis spoke of a prophet who would soon appear among the Arabs. 
When these men saw Muhammad, they recognized him as being this prophet described to them and upon 
their return to Yathrib, they told all of what they had seen and heard. By the end of the next yearly 
pilgrimage, "there was not a house in Yathrib wherein there was not mention of the messenger of Allah." *” 


The following year saw a large contingent of Muslims from Yathrib vowing their allegiance to Muhammad 
and inviting him to their city. It was also at this time that the flight from Mecca was decided and soon those 
who were faithful to Muhammad began to leave Mecca unobtrusively. The Quraysh got wind of what was 
taking place and they feared that Muhammad might escape from them. Abu Talib had died thus affording 
the Quraysh the opportunity to get rid of Muhammad. However, they still had to deal with the possibility 
that Muhammad's clan would seek vengeance upon the clan of the murderer. It was thus decided that 
through the casting of lots one member from each clan would be chosen to slay Muhammad simultaneously. 
The very night the murder was to take place, Muhammad, Abu Baker, and 'Ali left Mecca unseen and made 
their way to Al-Madinah (Yathrib). This flight took place in the year 622 AD and is known as the Hijrah, 
the beginning of the Muslim era. Thirteen years of persecution, humiliation and seeming failure were over. 
The next ten years saw the countless victories of Muhammad's mission and through his teachings the 
Arabian people arose from their barbarism and established a great-civilized nation. 


36 Thid, 164. 

37 Qur’an, 75:2. Unless otherwise noted quotes from the Qur’an are from Mohammed Marmaduke Pickthall, The 
Meaning of the Glorious Koran (New York, NY: Mentor Books, ninth printing, 1961). 
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From 622 until 628 AD Muhammad and his followers spent much of their time in the unification of the 
pagan tribes of Arabia and to the direct opposition of the Quraysh toward his Revelation. It is unfortunate 
that the Christian world holds the erroneous view that Muhammad was barbaric and a heathen, making war 
and oppressing the Christians and the Jews. Nothing could be further from the facts surrounding the 
establishment of Islam in Arabia. The fact that those who opposed Muhammad, oppressing, and persecuting 
his followers, necessitated his defending all who accepted and adhered to his teachings, including many 
Jews and Christians. Muhammad had appeared among the most barbaric people known at that time and 
thus spoke and acted in a manner such a culture could comprehend. 


He undertook to raise the spiritual and moral level of a people harassed into barbarism by heat 
and foodless wastes.... When he began, Arabia was a desert flotsam of idolatrous tribes; when he 
died it was a nation...which in a generation marched to a hundred victories, in a century to empire, 
and remains to this day a virile force through half the world.” 


What could account for thousands of Christians and Jews who, at the appearance of Muhammad, embraced 
his revelation while today we fail to recognize his Prophethood and continually, using political and military 
power, make every effort to subjugate the Muslim peoples? Prejudicial views were well started during the 
age of Medieval Europe; "...the mediaeval Mahound developed in the West into an arch-heretic whom 
Dante consigned to a not undistinguished place in Hell." *' After the reformation, Muhammad was viewed 
as a cunning and self-seeking imposter. 


One legend, widespread in the mediaeval West, even described Muhammad as an ambitious and 
trusted Roman Cardinal, who, having failed to obtain election as pope, sought an alternative career 
as a false prophet. The last traces of Western theological prejudice may still be discerned in the 
work of some modern scholars, lurking behind the serrated footnotes of the academic apparatus.” 


As the message of Muhammad spread outside of Arabia during the seventh and eighth centuries, thousands 
of Christians and Jews converted to Islam. The reason behind this was not solely due to the military power 
of Islam; rather, it remains attributable to the prophecies concerning Muhammad's appearance as related 
within scripture. In the Gospel of John Jesus is quoted as saying: "But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, and bring to your remembrance of all that I have said to you." **In the 
original Aramaic language spoken by Jesus, he would have said Ahmad and when translated into the Greek 
would be rendered as paraclytos, meaning "Praised One." Paraclytos was then slightly changed to 
"paracletos," translated in English as "counselor." Counselor means intercessor, which in turn can mean a 
person who intercedes with God on behalf of men. We read from the Qur'an of Muhammad addressing the 
prophecies as given in scripture. 


And remember, Jesus, The son of Mary, said: "O Children of Israel! I am the apostle of God (sent) 
to you, confirming the Law (which came) before me, and giving Glad Tidings of an Apostle to come 
after me, whose name shall be Ahmad." But when he came to them with clear signs, they said, "This 
is evident sorcery." “ 


As in all instances concerning the names of God's messengers, Jesus applied the title of "Praised One" to 
his successor. Paracletos or intercessor, as well as Comforter and Counselor are applicable to any one of 
the Manifestations as such words convey one who is an intermediary; to give instruction, teaching, 
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guidance, forewarning, to refresh or renew. Jesus prophesied the specific name in which the succeeding 
Manifestation would appear, Ahmad, Praised One, or Muhammad, which means Highly Praised. As Moses, 
the lawgiver, received the Holy Spirit at the burning bush, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus, the 
Son, at the River Jordan, Muhammad, the Praised One, received the Holy Spirit in the cave of Hira. This 
was in an area known as Paran; and "he lived in the wilderness of Paran," “defined by the Bible dictionary 
as that area in which Ishmael lived. Ishmael was the son of Abraham by his wife Hagar and his arrival in 
the wilderness of Paran signals the spiritual dawn of the Arabian people who received a revelation from 
God through Ishmael's descendant, the Prophet Muhammad. It is specific to Muhammad as it is to Mt. 


Faran (Paran; equivalent to Faran as there is no "p" in the Arabic language) where he and his followers 
traveled after peacefully winning the multitudes to Islam in 628 AD. 


In the prophecy for the coming of Muhammad in the book of John, Jesus says: “But when the Counselor 
comes...he will bear witness to me."*° Muhammad did bear witness to Jesus as well as to the other prophets. 


Say: "O People of the Book! Ye have no ground to stand upon unless ye stand fast by the Law [the 
Torah], the Gospel, and all the revelation that has come to you from your Lord." 


We cannot deny that the followers of the Qur'an are included as the "People of the Book." From the third 
Surah we read that the people not only believe in Muhammad but also that which was revealed "unto 
Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob...and that which was vouchsafed unto Moses and Jesus and the 
Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them and unto Him [God, Allah] we have 
surrendered." * 


The mission of Muhammad had been prophesied to become a great nation and to bring to remembrance all 
that Jesus the Christ had spoken. By the age of Muhammad, true Christianity had fallen prey to paganism, 
and although Muhammad was well disposed toward Christians —"Consort in the world kindly with 
Christians" — he admonished them for their acceptance of the trinity. 


O People of the Scripture! Do not exaggerate in your religion nor utter naught concerning Allah 
save the truth. The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah.... So believe in 
Allah and his messengers, and say not "Three"— Cease! (it is) better for you !— Allah is only one 
God. Far is it removed from His transcendent majesty that he should have a son.” 


Muhammad taught that others who were not Muslims might be saved, and he required his followers to 
"honor the "Law" (Old Testament), the Gospel, and the Koran" for they all constitute the Word of God. He 
instructed the Jews to obey their Law and for the Christians to obey the Gospel while inviting them to also 
accept the Qur'an as God's latest pronouncement. 


Circumstances after the passing of Muhammad play a vital role in the further development of the Islamic 
State, leading to Empire, and more importantly, although often delegated to the back pages of history, to 
the spiritual descendancy as designated by Muhammad. As Christianity declares Jesus to be God, therefore 
denying any previous or further Revelations from God, the people of Islam have erroneously concluded 
there would be no other messenger from God after Muhammad. This concept derives from Muhammad 
referring to himself as the "Seal of the Prophets."*° 
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There was great consternation in Median when Muhammad died (13 Rabi 11/8 June 632). 

Nevertheless, the Muslims realized at once that they would have to choose a successor to the dead 
man. His successor could not be another prophet, since it was known by divine revelation that 
Muhammad was the Seal of the Prophets, but it was urgently necessary to choose a new head of 
the community.*! 


In a brochure printed by the Islamic Information Foundation titled, Muhammad in the Bible, it is related by 
Dr. Jamal Badawi that the teaching of Muhammad would remain forever, claiming that he was the only 
universal messenger who would unite all of humanity under one God. The revelation of Muhammad was 
not universal, as it was directed specifically to the Arabian people. Muhammad's claim as the "Seal of the 
Prophets" was to inform the people that his revelation closed the age of prophecy and that with the 
appearance of the next Manifestation, the door to the age of fulfillment would commence. 


Muhammad's wife Khadija bore him some daughters, one of whom was Fatima, and two sons who died in 
infancy. Another son born to him by his Coptic wife, Mariya, also died. To console his grief after the death 
of his first two sons, Muhammad adopted 'Ali, the orphaned son of his paternal uncle, Abu Talib, and later 
the husband of Fatima. 


Historians fail to approach the events that surround Muhammad at his death. It was well known at the time 
Muhammad intended Ali to be his successor. Upon returning home from his last pilgrimage, Muhammad 
declared orally to his followers that Ali was their master. Gibbons writes: "The merit and misfortunes of Ali 
and his descendants will lead me to anticipate, in this place, the series of the Saracen caliphs, a title which 
describes the commanders of the faithful as the vicars and successors of the apostle of God." In relation to 
his statement, after he states a few sources of this period within Arabian History, Gibbon explains: 


Yet we should weigh with caution the traditions of the hostile sects: a stream which becomes 
still more muddy as it flows further from the source. Sir John Chardin has too faithfully copied 
the fables and errors of the modern Persians (Voyages, tom.ii, p.235-250, etc.).°” 


Upon his deathbed, Muhammad requested pen and paper to have what he had orally declared written and 
witnessed on paper. 


When he became ill and was bed-ridden, His closest and most stalwart supporters were in His 
room. He asked for paper and pen to dictate that which would keep them united. "The man is 
in delirium," said one of them; "sufficient to us is the Book of God."* 


Pen and paper were not provided, and Muhammad passed away before he could dictate that which would 
keep unity among the people. Immediately after his death, heated discussion took place to determine who 
would succeed the Prophet according to the rules of the tribes. 'Umar, during a pause in the discussions, 
paid Abu Bakr homage by grasping his hand as was the custom when a pact was concluded. This pact, a 
type of coup d’état, was agreed upon by three men: Abu Bakr, 'Umar ibn-al-Khattab, and Abu 'Ubaida. 
Although the successorship had been thrust upon him, Abu Bakr accepted the position, assuming those 
duties and privileges of Muhammad excepting those related to his prophetic office. 


Thus the positive forces were robbed of their powers and prerogatives, while the negative ones 
ruled throughout the decades and centuries. Heedless of this event, which is recorded by almost 
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all the chroniclers of the birth of Islam, many outstanding historians, even those who are 
Muslims, have disregarded this critical point, creating so many doubts with their own 
interpretations that the mirror of historical fact has become obscured and darkened.** 


With his appointment the Caliphate was founded, "an institution which had no equivalent, and was destined 
never to have any, outside the Muslim world." *° 


From the Caliphate arose what is known as Sunni Islam, which held less regard for the spiritual succession 
of Muhammad, insisting that the Caliph, as a defender of the faith, owed his appointment to the choice and 
approval of the people. 


Since the men who elected Abu Bakr, while the populace waited outside to hear the result, had been 
Muhammad's closest associates, it became the privilege of the leading figures in the community 
(the "men who release and bind") to have the right of choosing, and the populace had only to ratify 
their decision.*° 


The Caliphate was a political institution supported by a large military. The Arabs had, while Muhammad 
was alive, recognized his authority, however, upon the usurpation of the true successorship, they no longer 
had any intention of remaining subject to Medina or paying a tithe to a caliph. This revolt was known as 
al-ridda, or the apostasy, and although it was religious in nature, history erroneously records it as being 
political. 


The first task of the new regime was to counter by military action a movement among the tribes 
known to tradition as the Ridda. This word, which means apostasy in fact, represents a distortion 
of the real significance of events by the theologically coloured outlook of later historians.*’ 


Bernard Lewis states here that there was no theological question regarding the successorship of 
Muhammad. He states that the "later shi'a tradition of the nomination by the Prophet of his cousin 'Ali, who 
married his daughter Fatima, is certainly a forgery.""* There exists no evidence within the Qur'an that 
would show such a tenet to be true, and Mr. Lewis offers no supportive evidence of his statement. Historians 
have, whether by design or lack of understanding, failed to show the truth in relation to the successor of 
Muhammad. 


As the head of a region, Abu Bakr possessed full executive powers and an army to support him. Based upon 
this, numerous pages have been written in relation to Islam's alarming political and military expansion 
outside the borders of Arabia. It is said that 'Umar was the real power behind the throne, and upon Abu 
Bakr's death succeeded him without serious opposition. Nearing his death and concerned about who would 
succeed him, 'Umar established a board of six electors, thus reinstituting the ancient Arabian idea of a tribal 
chief and further, had now triumphed over that of a hereditary monarch. Although the Caliphate claimed to 
be the secular and religious head of Islam and was a driving force in the establishment of an empire it 
remained diametrically opposed to the imams which became regarded among the Shi'a as the legitimate 
and divinely ordained successors of Muhammad. 
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It was now the duty, following the death of 'Umar, that one should be chosen from among the six electors 
to succeed him. The inhabitants of Medina no longer had any share in the election of the head of state. 
There were two who were considered the most favorite, 'Uthman, an Umayyad and 'Ali, the adopted son of 
Muhammad. 'Uthman was chosen over 'Ali as it was believed that he would continue to follow the policies 
as established by 'Umar, however, there remained still an even greater reason, one that had the potential of 
removing the prestige and authority of the Caliphate. 


‘Ali, inspired by a rigorous pietism, was not convinced that all the measures taken by the preceding 
caliphs were in conformity with the precepts of the Qur'an or with the actions of Muhammad. It is 
thus possible that he intended, if he were elected caliph, to make changes which would have 
prejudiced certain well-established interests.*° 


During 'Uthman's reign as Caliph, he was accused of favoritism, nepotism, and other various abuses. He 
was also charged with introducing into the Muslim rites certain reprehensible innovations that had no 
justification within the Qur'an or practices of Muhammad. Opposition increased in numbers, with 'Ali as 
one of its leading members. 'Uthman was murdered in 656 AD by some rioters who had broken into his 
house. With his death, 'Ali was chosen as the next head of state to whom most all the notables then in 
Medina paid homage. Not all were pleased with this choice and open rebellion against 'Ali first began with 
Talha, al-Zubayr, and A'isha, Muhammad's widow. 'Ali was able to defeat them near Basra in what has 
become known in history as the Battle of the Camel. Mu'awiya, governor of Syria and a relative of 'Uthman, 
demanded that the murderers of the Caliph should be handed over to him so that vengeance might be done, 
in accordance with the right granted by the Qur'an to the next of kin of any man who had been unjustly 
killed. 


And slay not the life which Allah hath forbidden save with right. Whoso is slain wrongfully We have 
given power unto his heir, but let him not commit excess in slaying. Lo! he will be helped. Fill the 
measure when ye measure, and weigh with a right balance; that is meet and better in the end.” 


‘Ali insisted that his order for Mu'awiya to pay him homage be obeyed which Mu'awiya refused to do. 'Ali 
then went with his army to meet Mu'awiya. The two armies faced each other at Siffin for nearly five months 
and when things started looking grim for Mu'awiya a truce was called by holding copies of the Qur'an up 
on lances. In this manner, the argument was to be settled by arbitration rather than bloodshed. 


The two armies drew apart and waited for the verdict of the arbiters [the arbiters were to establish whether 
"Uthman had been "unjustly" killed or whether it was due to his own reprehensible innovations]. After 
studying the matter for months, they met and decided against Ali, but the latter protested that the verdict 
was not in accordance with the Qur'an and the practice (Sunna) of the Prophet, and he intended to resume 
his campaign against Mu'awiya.°®' Because 'Ali allowed arbitration many of his followers broke away 
claiming that it was wrong for him to come to terms with those who had rebelled against him. According 
to the Qur'an, the right of judging belonged to God alone, for "...if one party of them doeth wrong to the 
other, fight ye that which doeth wrong till it return unto the ordinance of Allah...." Having lost much of his 
following, 'Ali had to abandon his advance against Mu'awiya and return to Kufa. It was now decided that 
through another arbitration a new caliph would be chosen, however, the arbiters could not come to a 
decision. In the meantime, the supporters of Mu'awiya had declared him to be the next Caliph and while no 
decision could be reached either from arbitration or election by a committee, there existed two successors 
in the eyes of the populace, 'Ali and Mu'awiya. In January 661 AD, 'Ali was murdered at the hands of a 
Kharijite, Ibn Muljam, whereupon Mu'awiya, having persuaded 'Ali's son, al Hasan, to forgo his claim to 


*° The Cambridge History of Islam, 67. 
6 Quran 17:33, 35. 
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the throne, was recognized as caliph by most Muslims. Unification under Mu'awiya never occurred, in fact, 
Islam was now openly and recognizably divided into three groups. Those who followed Mu'awiya became 
al-Sunna or Sunnis claiming to be the depositories of correct and orthodox theories and practice. The 
Khawarij evolved a doctrine of their own and among Western scholars, their beliefs became known as 
Kharijism. The followers of 'Ali, Shi'at Ali, became known as Shi'a. It is with 'Ali where the imamate 
begins, the rightful successorship to the Prophet Muhammad. 


When 'Ali, the rightful heir to Muhammad became imam, he was greeted in Babylonia by the Gaon Isaac 
and an entourage of 90,000 Jews. As the first imam of Shi'a Islam, and the adopted son and appointed 
successor to the Prophet Muhammad, 'Ali knew the value of the legitimacy of the appointed succession of 
Davidic kings. The succession of imams in Shi'a Islam, all being appointed sons of 'Ali, was the same 
format as the succession of Davidic kings. It was the purpose of Islam through the mechanism of the 
imamate to protect and shelter David's throne. One of the first lessons Muhammad taught the Arabs was to 
obey Moses and Jesus. Muhammad also spoke of David as a prophet in the Qur'an, and thus 'Ali and all of 
Islam were aware that the king over the kingdom of God on earth would be a descendant from David. 


History is clear that some of the first Muslims were Jews, who, when pointed out to them that Muhammad 
fulfilled prophecies given in the Old Testament, called by the very name in which he was to appear by Jesus 
the Christ, converted to Islam as well as accepting the truth of Christianity. Many Christians converted to 
Islam for the very same reasons and thus the Muslims were able to take many Christian lands with alarming 
ease. 


Around the year 657 AD, Bostanai and 'Ali met in Babylon and as a result of this meeting, 'Ali gave Dara, 
the granddaughter of Yazdigird III, to Bostanai as his wife. He also gave the daughter of Yazdigird III, 
Shar-banu, to Husayn, the son of 'Ali, to be his wife. Dara gave birth to three sons and Bostanai loved them 
more than the sons of his Jewish wife. After the death of Bostanai, a dispute erupted between the 
descendants of his Jewish wife and the sons of his Persian wife, Dara, for Bostanai had left his entire fortune 
and the throne of David to his Persian sons. 


During the second half of the third century, a rabbi named Geniva had tried to usurp the seat of authority 
from under the exilarch, Mar 'Uqba. Although his attempt was exposed, the poison that he had planted 
lingered on in the minds of many of the rabbis and once again they rebelled against the exilarch, 'Uqba II, 
refusing to pay the fund he was entitled to collect as king for the purpose of guarding and preserving God's 
Covenant with the house of David.” The rabbis, although responsible for the promotion of the Davidic 
throne, became the enemies of the exilarch. Neusner explains that the rabbis wanted to form a government 
of their own in opposition to the exilarch. 


The exilarch had publicly to respond to the criticism and hostile elements in the rabbinate.... Not 
only would the rabbis not pay their fair share of the rising imposts, but some of them even solicited 
funds, quite separate from those accruing to the Jewish government, for the support of schools 
which the exilarch in any case paid for. The rabbis wanted to establish a second Jewish 
government.... ge 


The exilarch continued to maintain supremacy over the rabbis, however, when the conflict arose in relation 
to the sons of Dara and the sons of his Jewish wife, the latter conspired with a faction of the rabbis to usurp 
the throne of David. They attempted to sell Dara and her sons, the legal successors to David's throne into 
slavery. Their attempt failed; however, they did gain control of the Jewish government for many years. The 
scholars of the yeshivot argued the dispute over the successorship in a Jewish court for over a century, by 


6 Neusner, Talmudic Judaism, 129. 
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both the judges of the Jews in Babylon and the hakhamin, or Rabbis. The ruling was finally in favor of Dara 
and her sons, and in 767 AD, the dispute of the rightful successorship was finalized for all time and Zakkai 
ben Ahunai became exilarch, a fourth-generation descendant of Bostanai and Dara. 


The relation between Bostanai and 'Ali at their meeting in 657 shows the high regard the Muslims held for 
the Davidic king. 


The Resh Galuta [Exilarch] occupied a very honored position as the general representative 
of the Jewish community. According to a Christian source, he had precedence over the 
Christian dignitaries at the caliph's court.... He was addressed by Muslims as "Our Lord, 
the son of David," and as David is described in the Koran as one of the greatest prophets, 
naturally his office was surrounded by the halo of sanctity.“ 


Under the imams, the Shi'a had a profound respect for the Davidic kings. Writers preserved the religious 
discussions that had taken place between Bostanai and 'Ali, Zakkai ben Ahunai and Caliph Haroun ar- 
Rashid, along with the meeting between Isaac ben Moses and the eighth imam Ali ar-Rida. Isaac was 
astonished at the superior knowledge that Imam Rida had of the laws of Moses. 


When the Chief of the Exile [Resh Galuta] came into the presence of that Luminary of divine 
wisdom, of salvation and certitude, the Imam Rida — had the Imam, that mine of knowledge, failed 
in the course of their interview to base his arguments on authority appropriate and familiar to the 
Exilarch, the latter would never have acknowledged the greatness of His holiness.” 


This meeting convinced the Davidic king, Isaac, to embrace Islam and upon his return to Babylon, he 
succeeded in converting hundreds of Jews to Islam (@817AD).® Not only did Isaac accept Islam, but 
through the proofs given by Ali-ar-Rida, he also recognized the truth about Jesus of Nazareth. Having 
embraced the teachings of both Christianity and Islam, the imam told Isaac to move to Tabaristan where 
the royal family found refuge with the rulers of Nur, the Padusbanians, descendants of the Sasanians.°’ It 
was here in northern Iran where the exilarchs held high positions within the Persian government. Nur is a 
district in the Iranian province if Mazandaran (Tabaristan) with high mountain peaks to the south, which 
made it impenetrable to invaders. The noble families of the Nur district had for generations provided the 
kings of Iran with well-educated government officials. 


During the time of Isaac's conversion, the rabbis in Palestine were successful in leading the people away 
from the true descendancy of the exilarchate. They set up a bogus exilarchic figurehead while they took 
control directing the minds of the Jewish people away from their true king. We thus find the very meaning 
of the term exilarch becomes meaningless and virtually obliterated from Jewish history. 


The Qur’an tells us that a true Prophet fulfills prophecy, and Muhammad, like Jesus and Moses before him, 
gave proof that his coming was recorded in other scriptures. 


And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: “O Children of Israel! I am the apostle of God (Sent) 
to you, confirming The Law (which came) Before me, and giving Glad Tidings of an Apostle To 
come after me, Whose name shall be Ahmad.” But when he came to them With Clear Signs, They 
said, “this is Evident sorcery. is 
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Here the Qur’an says that Muhammad was prophesied by name through the words of the Prophet Jesus, 
alluding to the several prophecies for Muhammad in the book of John. The Christians, however, rejected 
Muhammad using the pretext of the statement Jesus spoke. “7 am the way, the truth, and the life, no one 
comes to the Father, but by Me” (John 14:6). When we read further, Jesus says, “But when the Counselor 
comes, whom I shall send you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He 
will bear witness to me” (John 15:24). Again, Jesus says, “When the spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority,, but whatever he hears he will speak, and 
he will declare to you the things that are to come” (John 16:13). In both instances, Jesus was saying that a 
man, “he” would appear after him. When Jesus stated that “no man comes to the Father but by me,” the 
word “me” means the Word of God, for Jesus was the speaker of the Word, and it is the Word that gives 
spirit and life. “/t is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; the words that I speak are spirit and 
life” (John 6:63, emphasis mine). All the Manifestations of God speak the Word of God and thus Jesus 
meant that all are speakers of the Word from the same One True Invisible God. Jesus is saying there is no 
difference between the validity of his message and the validity of the message from those who were to 
follow. Ignoring the Word of God and believing in a pretext created by their own imagination, the Christians 
denied the coming of Muhammad as a Prophet of God and thus miss the truth of Jesus’ message and the 
validity of Muhammad. 


Within Islam, we find the same situation. Muhammad’s title as “seal of the Prophets” did not mean that he 
was the last Prophet to come. Muhammad said that Jesus would return. 


And (Jesus) shall be a Sign (for the coming of) the Hour (of Judgement); Therefore have no doubt 
about the (Hour), but follow ye Me. This is a Straight Way.” 


Yusuf Ali notes that this verse is understood to refer to the second coming of Jesus in the latter days just 
before the resurrection. Another commentator has also written that the second advent of Jesus finds 
corroboration from authentic traditions reported by Bukhari and Muslim. Those rightly guided, the pious 
imams and jurists of Islam all admit to this fact. Muhammad’s prophecy of the return is clearly given. 
Muhammad not only spoke of the return of Jesus, he also spoke of the second advent of “Christ.” In the 
Surah of Light (Al-Nur), we read: 


Allah is the Light of the Heavens and the earth. The similitude of His light is as a niche wherein is 
a lamp. The lamp is in a glass. The glass is as it were a shining star. (This lamp is) kindled from a 
blessed tree, an olive neither of the East or the West, whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself) 
though no fire touched it. Light upon light, Allah guideth unto His light whom He will. And Allah 
speaketh to mankind in allegories, for Allah is Knower of all things.”° 


The Light (Nur) refers to Baha’u’llah, who came from the district of Nur in the province of Mazandaran. 
The Light of his revelation was kindled “from an olive neither of the East or the West,” symbolizing the 
anointing procedure of the Davidic kings. Olive oil was used to anoint the kings and is a reference to 
Baha’u Ilah being anointed directly by God through the Holy Spirit, thus, neither of the East or the West. 
“Light upon light” is the greatness of Baha’u’llah, who literally came from Nur (light), thus, this verse 
from the Surah of Light gives the name and address of the second Christ, Messiah ben David. 


We have noted that the term “Seal of the Prophets” does not mean Muhammad was the last Messenger of 
God, rather, he brought to remembrance all that Jesus spoke of and prophesied of those who would come 
after him. He “sealed” the age of prophecy and after him would be the age of fulfillment. Muhammad and 
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the rightful successors, the imams, all bore witness to the revelations that God sent previously and protected 
the unfoldment of God’s plan, that a direct male sperm descendant would be seated on the throne in the 
kingdom of God on earth. 


The imams did not fair as well as that of the Davidic kings. The bani-Umayyads did not want to relinquish 
their power and allow the sons of 'Ali to rule over Islam. The singular point of difference between Shi'a 
Islam and Sunni Islam concerned this successorship to Muhammad. The Sunnis believed that the matter 
should be determined by the choice of the people by election, the position being less than by any special 
divine grace. It was a matter of orthodoxy and administrative capacity. The Shi'as believed the 
successorship was a spiritual matter, an office conferred by God alone, first by Muhammad, and after by 
those who succeeded him. The Shi'as were not the only ones who held this view of the imamate. There 
were also the Baqiris and Isma'ilis and along with the Shi'as were sometimes known as the "Church of the 
Twelve." The first of the imams, 'Ali, was murdered. His son, Hasan, was to succeed him, however, 
Mu'awiya, having first persuaded Hasan to forgo his claim, ordered him to be poisoned in 670 AD. Each 
imam in succession was subsequently murdered until the twelfth. Having succeeded his father as the imam 
in 260 A.H., Hasan-i-'Askari immediately disappeared. The Shi'as hold that he did not die, rather, he went 
underground and remained safe from those who sought to destroy him and prophecies were given that he 
would return in one thousand years. 


During the whole period of his Imamate, i.e., from A.H. 260 till the present day, the Imam Mihdi 
has been invisible and inaccessible to the mass of his followers, and this is what is signified by the 
term "Occultation" (Ghaybat). After assuming the functions of Imam and presiding at the burial of 
his father and predecessor, the Imam Hasan-i-'Askari, disappeared from the sight of all save a 
chosen few, who, one after the other, continued to act as channels of communication between him 
and his followers. These persons were known as "Gates" (Abvab)...Of these "Gates" the first was 
appointed by the Imam Hasan-i-'Askari, the others by the then acting "Gate" with the sanction and 
approval of the Imam Mihdi. This period, extending over 69 years—during which the Imam was still 
accessible by means of the "Gates," is known as the "Lesser" or "Minor Occultation" (Ghaybat- 
i-Sughra). This was succeeded by the "Greater or "Major Occultation" (Ghaybat-i-Kabra). When 
Abu'l-Hasan 'Ali, the last of the "Gates," drew near to his latter end, he was urged by the faithful 
(who contemplated with despair the prospect of complete severance from the Imam) to nominate a 


successor. This, however, he refused to do, saying, "God hath a purpose which He will accomplish." 
71 


The return of the “Midhi” occurred exactly as prophesied in the year 1260 AH, which is the same 
year as 1844 AD. The Bab (door/gate) was the forerunner of the second advent of Messiah ben 
David, Baha’u’Ilah, glory of the Father, as prophesied throughout all the Holy Books. 


We cannot weigh the message of God’s Promised Ones by the learning that is current among us or by the 
standard of our own limited knowledge. God provided the way we may know His succeeding Prophets. 
They all appear in accordance with God’s plan providing a greater understanding than that which we already 
possess. The first criteria to either accept or reject a Prophet is not to see whether or not we agree with His 
message. Our first duty is to see whether any who claim to have been sent by God fulfill prophecy. 


NO man shall attain the shores of the ocean of true understanding except he be detached from all 
that is in heaven and on earth. Sanctify your souls, O ye peoples of the world, that haply ye may 
attain that station which God hath destined for you and enter thus the tabernacle which, according 
to the dispensations of Providence, hath been raised in the firmament of the Bayan. 


™ Nabil-A’zam, The Dawn Breakers, trans. & ed. Shoghi Effendi (Wilmette, IL: Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1962). 
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The essence of these words is this: they that tread the path of faith, they that thirst for the wine of 
certitude, must cleanse themselves of all that is earthly—their ears from idle talk, their minds from 
vain imaginings, their hearts from worldly affections, their eyes from that which perisheth. They 
should put their trust in God, and, holding fast unto Him, follow in His way. Then they will be made 
worthy of the effulgent glories of the sun of divine knowledge and understanding, and become the 
recipients of a grace that is infinite and unseen, inasmuch as man can never hope to attain unto the 
knowledge of the All-Glorious, can never quaff from the stream of divine knowledge and wisdom, 
can never enter the abode of immortality, nor partake of the cup of divine nearness and favour, 
unless and until he ceases to regard the words and deeds of mortal men as a standard for the true 


understanding and recognition of God and His Prophets.” 


” Baha’u’llah, The Book of Certitude (The Kitab-i-Iqan), trans. Shoghi Effendi (Wilmette, IL: Baha’i Publishing 
Trust, 1974) 3, 4. 
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